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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strtkothrou g h - The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 3, 12, 13 and 17. 

Please AMEND claims 1-2. 4-11 and 14-16 as follows. 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A component management system comprising: 
a storage unit storing hardware and firmware related clectronizcdolQgtronic information 
components as a hardware and firmware component knowledge database, each 
clcctronizcd hardware and firmware related electronic information component being 
GlQctronizGd electronic information generated during processes including a product design, 
development, manufacture, and inspection, of a product, 

wherein the hardware and firmware o l ootronizod related electronic i nformation 
components include at least one of a drawing of a hardware constituting the product, a 
firmware, a program, a specification, and a contract for the product, as the 
GlGCt r on i zcd c lectronJc information, 

wherein said hardware and firmware related electron ic information components 
as a plurality of electronic information generated during the pr ocesses including the design. 
development, manufacture and inspection of the product constitute a hie rarchical structure in 
which the hardware and firmware related electronic informatio n components are stored 
according to a numbering system common to both hardwa re and firmware electronic 
information components and added to each hardware and firmware electronic information 
component. 

wherein said storage unit stores meta-information according to E xtensible 
Markup Language (XML) data expressing the hierarchic al structure of the hardware and 
firmware related electronic information components, and 

wherein said hardware and said-firmware related elec tronic information 
components constituting said product are at a same management level; 

a server which manages the hardware and firmware component knowledge data 
base database stored in said storage unit; and 
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at least one client, which isc onn ct d to said server via a network, whieh-andtakes out 
from said storage unit a prodotorm i nod dwnari hardware and firmware related electronic 
Information c omponent from aaid storage un i t via caid notworkamong said plurality of hardware 
and firmware related electronic informat i on components constituting the hierarchical structure 
based on the meta information . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A component management device comprising: 
a storage unit storing hardware and firmware related electronic information components 
as a hardware and firmware component kno wledge database, each hardware and firmware 
related electronic information component being o l ootronizodelectronic Information thafte 
generated in processes fte mincludino design, development, manufacture, and inspection, of a 
ftfedae tproduct. 

wherein the hardware and firmware related elec tronic information components 
include at least one of a drawing of a hardware constituting the product, a firmware, a program, 
a specification, and a contract constituting the product, as the elcctroniEod ejeetronic 
information, 

wherein said hardware and firmware related electr onic information component? 
as a plurality of electronic information generated du ring the processes including the design, 
development, manufacture and inspec tion of the product constitute a hierarchical structure in 
which the hardware and firmware related elect ronic information components are stored 
according to a numbering system common to both hardware and firmware electronic 
information components and added to each hardware and fir mware electronic information 
component. 

wherein said storage unit stores meta-information ac cording to Extensible 
Mar kup Language fXMU data expressing the hie rarchical structure of the hardware and 
firmware related electronic information c omponents, and 

wherein said hardware and said-firmware related electronic information 
components constituting said product are at a same management level; and 

a management unit managing the hardware and firmware component knowledge data 
bas gdatabase by controlling when a client takes out a desired hardware and firmware related 
electronic information component from -agi i n r . tnmrjp. un i t via a notworkamona said plurality of 
hardware and firmware related electronic information compo nents constituting the hierarchical 
structure h ased on the meta information. 
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3. (CANCELLED) 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management device according to 
claim 2. wherein the meta-information comprises taking-out limiting information related to toe 
permission/non-permission of taking-out for each hardware and firmware related electronic 
information component, and wherein said client takes out the applicablodesjred Iwdware and 
firmware related electronic information component based on the taking-out limiting 
information only when said client gets the-permission. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management device according to 
claim 2, wherein said hardware and firmware related elec tronic information component 
comprises patch information for automatically performing a patch processing t&^Je^n 
applicable firmware, and wherein said client performs the patch processing to the applicable 
firmware based on the patch information. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management device according to 
claim 2, wherein said client retrieves ft- rtafilrodthe desired hardware and firmware related, 
electronic information component based on the-meta-information. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management device acoording to 
claim 2, wherein said management unit sends a notice of revision to said client via said 
network when a hardware and firmware related electronic information component already 
stored in said storage unit is revised and sends a notice of new registration to said client via 
said network when a new hardware and firmware r elated electronic information component is 
registered in said storage unit, and wherein said client takes out said desired hardware and 
firmware related electronic information component at an arbitrary timing after said client 
receives the notice of revision or the notice of new registration. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management device according to 
claim 2, wherein said management unit conducts communications related to the a 
development consignment of said product with a development maker side client placed in an 
external development maker and connected thereto via said network. 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) ft ""T""^ "'pvginpment data management 
device comprising: 

a storage unit storing hardware and firmware developmentdata, including manufacture 
and i rrnntinn, rinHi ns paction data, generated to constitute a product, as a component 
development knowledge database, wherein said hardware and said firmware development 
a^* mmwHinr , th» manufacture a nH th ft inspection data, constituting said product are at a same 

management level; and 

a management unit managing the component development knowledge database by 
controlling when a client takes out the hardware and firmware development data, i noludinq the 
manhfarrture a pH infection data, as component development data from said storage unit 
via a network, and conducting communications for getting a permission of quotation of a 
catalog of parts constituting said product based upon the hardware and firmware 
development inrinriinn the manufacture and the Inspection data, with an author side 
client placed in the author side of the catalog and registering the catalog as a data 
eaeedatabase in said storage unit when a^**^ management unit gets the permission. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium feF 
recording a component management program for makingcontrolling a computer 
rafAeH teaccordina to a proces s comprising: 

storing hardware and firmware related e l ccfronlgodelectronic information components 
as a hardware and firmware component knowledge database, each o l ootroniaodhardware and 
firmware related electronic information component being o l ectronigode jeetronic information 
generated during *-fre**= *prncesses Including design, development, manufacture,, and 

inspection, of a product 

wherein the hardware and firmware related elect ronic information components 
include at least one of a drawing of a hardware constituting the product, a firmware, a program, 
a specification, and a contract for the product, as the clootronizodelectronic information, 

wherein said hardware and firmware related electron ic Information components 
as a plurality of electronic information generated during the processes including the design, 
development, manufacture and inspection of the product constitute a hierarchical Structure in 
which the hardware and firmware related electronic inform ation components are stored 
according to a numbering system common to both hardware and firmware electronic 
information components and added to each hardware and firm ware electronic information 
component. 
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wherein the storing comprises storing meta-info rmation according to Extensible 
Markup Language (XML) qata expressing the hier a rchical structure of the hardware and 
firmware related electronic informa tion components, and 

wherein said hardware and eaid-firmware related e lectronic information 
components constituting said product are at a same management level; and 

managing the component knowledge dota baood gtabase by controlling when a client 
takes out a desired stored hardware and firmware related electronic information component 
frnm , Tn iH rtnnjn , ,n i t n nntwnr kf rom among sai d plurality of hardware and firmware related 
electronic information components constituting th e hierarchical structure based on the meta 
information . 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A component knowledge system, comprising: 
a programmed computer processor controlling the compo nent knowledge system 
according to a process comprising: 

generating, storing and managing meta information by treating at same 
management level varyingly managed and related ft l nctrnnfoodolectronic information product 
components that are o l octronizDd e lectronic information generated in processes fremincludinq 
design, development, manufacture* and inspection, of the product and include at least one of a 
drawing of a hardware constituting the product, a firmware, a program, a specification, and a 
contract constituting the product^ 

wherein said hardware and firmware related elec tronic information 
components as a plurality of electronic information generated during the processes including 
the design, development, manufacture and inspection of the product const itute a hierarchical 
structure in which the hardware and firmware related electronic informa tion components are 
stored according to a numbering system common to both hardware and firmware electronic 
information components and added to each hardware and firmwa re electronic information 
component and 

wherein the meta-information is according to Extensible Markup 
Language fXML) data expressing the hierarchical structure of the hardware a nd firmware 
related electronic information components, and 

controlling when a client takes out a desired stored hardware a nd firmware 
related electronic information component from among said plurality of hard ware and firmware 
related electronic information components constituting the hierarchical structure based on the 
meta information . 
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12. (CANCELLED) 

13. (CANCELLED) 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management system of elaim 
43claim 2. wherein patch information of each firmware cloctron i zodolectronic information 
component is included as a subclass in the numbering system. 

1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management system of elaim 
4 5cialm 2 . wherein the XML data comprises destination information of the hardware and 
firmware nlnntronize drelated electronic Information components. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The component management system of elaim 
43 ciaim 2 . wherein the XML data comprises new and revised design notice information of the 
hardware and firmware f- l n.ntmnizod related ele c tronic information components. 

17. (CANCELLED) 
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